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Calidus 
A This article is an expansion based on a canon element. For canon informati 5 hours ago 5 hours ago 


topic, follow the link to The Witcher Wiki: Calidus. 


A calidus is the spirit of a person, 
usually a male warrior like a 

who has suffered an extremely 
violent death and in their final échomat hain 
moments, they strongly desired 
revenge against their killer. This 
intense desire gives rise to this 


Female Witchers 
specter, fueled by their last energies. 


A weaker and more common variant 
of the calidus is known as the Black 
Knight. Unlike the calidus, who 

retains some humanity in their Anika Marsir 
vengeful spirit and can be reasoned 


with to prevent further suffering, the =) , : 
Black Knight has completely lost its se Bone Fey 
humanity. Their sole motivation is the 


annihilation of their enemy, and in ' a = ¥ \ 
me; 
Pee 


their pursuit of vengeance, they will 

not hesitate to use any means, no 

matter how cruel or ruthless. 
Classification Specter 


Elves, on the other hand, believe that 
Subspecies — Black Knight 
Headless Horseman 


Undead Black Knight 


calidus are manifestations of human 
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underlying factors. 


Variable, depending on the 
subject 


Length Variable, depending on the 
subject 


Ecology 


Intelligence Almost human-like 
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Appearance 6 


Although variable depending on the calidus, they usually appear as a spectral 
knight, burning with eternal fire. The Dark Knight it is similar in appearance, but 
instead of being clad in flames, it is covered in dark smoke. In other parts of the 
world, the knight have been reported to be replace with the equivalent in the 


region. 


History 6 a 
The first reports of calidus specters came from the civil war in Temeria, known as 
the War of Daggers (850s — late 10th century). Since then, at least in the North, 
calidus specters have been reported to appear after major conflicts such as the 
three Northern Wars (1262-1272), the civil war in Kaedwen known as the War of 
the Unicorns (1309-1318), and the Haaki Invasion of the Northern Kingdoms 
(1350). 


Behavior 6 a 


Calidus exhibit vengeful behavior, which manifests in several ways depending on 
the specific calidus and the circumstances of their death. The most common 
behaviors, from most to least frequent, are as follows: 


¢ Direct Confrontation: The most common behavior is for the calidus to 
directly confront anyone they perceive as connected to their killer. This 
could be the killer themselves, their descendants, or even those who simply 
occupy the location where they fell. 
Focused Vengeance: A strong calidus, one who remembers their killer 
clearly, will tirelessly hunt them down. They will haunt the killer's dreams, 
disrupt their lives, and ultimately seek a violent confrontation. These calidus 
can be reasoned with, though it's a difficult task. If convinced the killer 
showed genuine remorse or acted out of self-defense, the calidus may 
accept a form of penance or offering, allowing them to finally pass on. 

¢« Widespread Vengeance: Calidus with muddled memories, or those who 


died during a massacre or large battle, may lash out at anyone they perceive 


as a threat. They might attack all who enter their territory or focus on those 
resembling their killer's faction or ethnicity. Dealing with these calidus is a 
much harder proposition, as they are more driven by rage than reason. 
Haunting and Intimidation: In some cases, such as the variant of the Black 
Knight, the calidus might not be strong enough for a direct assault. They 
may resort to haunting the location of their demise, creating a chilling 
atmosphere and driving those present mad with fear and paranoia. This 
could be a tactic to lure out their true target or simply a way to vent their 
rage on anyone who comes near. 

Spectral Influence: Rarely, a calidus might possess weaker individuals, 
twisting their thoughts and actions to serve their vengeful purpose. This 
could involve manipulating someone close to the killer or even orchestrating 
a new tragedy to mirror their own demise. This tactic is common among the 
Black Knight variant, giving rise to stories of the Headless Horseman 
common in the North. 

Undeath: In extremely rare cases, especially with the Black Knight variant, 
their desire for vengeance can be so potent it binds their spirit to their 
physical form again, creating a new variant known as the Undead Black 
Knight. This variant is considered an arch-wraith similar to the draugr, 
although some classify it in the same group as the Red Miasmal. These 
undead monsters are nearly unstoppable and require specialized rituals or 
powerful spells to vanquish. Many theorize that the creation of the 
skeletons by necromancers uses a spell inspired by how the Undeath Black 
Knight is created. 


Range o a 


Calidus specters can appear in many places but are common near human 
settlements and battlefields, likely due to their lingering attachment to the mortal 
world. These locations hold a strong connection to their past lives—battlefields 
where they fell, villages they protected or raided, or even the very halls they once 
walked. The pull of these charged locations fuels the calidus' spectral form and 


allows them to manifest with greater strength. 


However, calidus sightings are not unheard of in other locations such as palaces 
or deserted fortresses. 


Slaying 6 a 


Calidus specters employ a range of attacks, leveraging their spectral nature and 


the remnants of their warrior skills. Their attacks can be physical or magical, and 
they often combine both to devastating effect. One most also take into account, 
that they have some attacks that are common to other specters as well like 
phasing out and teleporting, however, the following are some of the most 


common attacks used by a calidus: 


« Spectral Blade: A calidus often wields a ghostly weapon, typically a sword 
or lance, that can bypass conventional armor. This weapon is an extension 
of the calidus' will and can inflict both physical and spiritual damage. The 
spectral blade can slice through metal and flesh with ease, leaving wounds 
that are difficult to heal. 

Ethereal Grasp: The calidus can reach out with a ghostly hand to seize and 
drain the life force of their victim. This attack can paralyze the target with 
fear, making them unable to move or react. The ethereal grasp is particularly 
dangerous as it saps both physical and magical energy, weakening the 
victim significantly. 

Vengeful Apparition: Like other specters such as wraiths, a calidus can 
create illusions or copies of themselves to confuse and overwhelm their 
enemies. These apparitions can mimic the calidus' attacks, creating chaos 
on the battlefield. While the illusions themselves do not cause physical 


harm, they can distract and mislead foes, leaving them vulnerable to the 


calidus' true strikes. 


Calidus specters possess several defensive mechanisms that make them difficult 
to defeat: 


¢ Intangibility: Like other specters, one of the primary defenses of a calidus 
is their ability to become intangible, allowing physical attacks to pass 
through them without causing harm. They can switch between tangible and 
intangible states, making it challenging to land a successful hit. 
Regeneration: Drawing on the energies of the mortal world, calidus can 
slowly regenerate their spectral form. This regeneration makes prolonged 
battles particularly dangerous, as the calidus can recover from injuries that 
would incapacitate other specters. 
Mind Control Resistance: Due to their intense desire for vengeance, 
calidus are resistant to mind control or manipulation spells, so signs like Axii 
are useless against them. Their singular focus on their target makes it nearly 
impossible to sway them from their path. 


Slaying a calidus requires specialized knowledge and tools, as these specters are 
formidable adversaries. The following methods are commonly employed to 


confront and defeat a calidus: 


Preparation: Before confronting a calidus, thorough research into their 
history and the circumstances of their death can provide valuable insights. 
Understanding their motivations and potential weaknesses can be the key 
to success. 

Silver Sword: Like other specters, calidus are vulnerable to silver. A sword 
crafted from silver, especially one coated with specter oil, can deal 
significant damage to these entities. 

Yrden Sign: The Yrden Sign is essential for trapping a calidus. This magical 
sign creates a circle of power that immobilizes the specter, preventing it 
from phasing out or teleporting. Once trapped, the calidus can be more 
easily attacked and subdued. 

Quen Sign: The Quen Sign provides a protective shield for the one facing 
the calidus. This magical barrier absorbs a portion of the damage inflicted 
by the specter, giving the combatant crucial moments to recover or 
counterattack. 

Dimeritium Bombs: The materials of these bombs disrupt magical entities 
and effects. When used against a calidus, dimeritium bombs can weaken 
their spectral form, making them more vulnerable to physical and magical 
attacks. 

Specialized Artifacts: Certain artifacts, like amulets or talismans imbued 
with anti-spectral enchantments, can aid in combating a calidus. These 
items can protect the wearer from spectral attacks, disrupt the calidus' 
powers, or even weaken the specter when in close proximity. Utilizing these 
artifacts in combination with other strategies can significantly improve the 


chances of victory. 


Slaying variants: 


e Exorcism Rituals: In some cases, particularly with the Headless Horseman 
variant, exorcism rituals performed by experienced priests or mages can be 
effective. 


Harvestable parts o a 


Because it is a specter, there is not much that can be used for the elaboration of 
elixirs or other products. However, from its spectral remains, one can extract 
essence of calidus, which is useful for the elaboration of certain oils, in case of 


lacking essence of wraith, since it is a very effective substitute. 


Trivia 


¢ Inthe aftermath of the War of the Unicorns, it is said the mage 


had to confront a calidus. 
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